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INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
Incident: Deputy Involved Shooting - Non-Hit 
IAB File: 5Н2387075 
LASD File #: 015-19109-1331-055 
DATE/TIME: September 24, 2015 / 1445 hours 
LOCATION: 13402 Woodruff Avenue, Bellflower 


OPENING STATEMENT 


On Thursday, September 24, 2015, Internal Affairs Bureau investigators Sergeant 
Daniel Martin, , Sergeant Trent Denison, 5 | and Lieutenant David 
Flores, , responded to 10132 Foster Road, Bellflower, and were briefed 
regarding the circumstances of a Deputy-Involved Non-Hit Shooting. Internal Affairs 
Bureau investigator, Sergeant Daniel Martin, was assigned the administrative review of 
the deputy-involved shooting. 


All personnel involved documented their actions in supplemental reports. Copies of 
which may be found in Exhibit A 


SYNOPSIS 


On September 24, 2015, Operation Safe Streets (OSS) Detectives Arthur Perez, 

| and ЕЕЕ ШШШ were driving an unmarked, silver, Ford Crown 
Victoria, in the area of Foster Road and Woodruff Avenue, Bellflower, when they 
observed a group of males standing on the south sidewalk of Foster Road. The group of 
males were standing adjacent to a bicycle, which matched the description of a bicycle 
stolen during the commission of a murder a few days prior. 


IAB Note: Тһе murder was being investigated under file number, #015- 
18707-1325-011. The date of the incident was September 19, 
2015, and occurred in the city of Lakewood. 


Detective Perez was driving the vehicle, and Detective 25 the bookman. 


Detective Perez stopped their vehicle in front of a white van parked along the south curb 
line of Foster Road, to contact the group of males. 
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IAB Note: Detective Г ЖТ] during his interview with Internal 
Affairs Bureau investigators, prior to observing the group of 
males, he advised Detective Perez his radio battery was low, 
and they discussed Detective Perez handling radio traffic until 
they could return to Lakewood Station for a new battery. He 
said he could hear other radio traffic being broadcast; 
however, his radio beeped, indicative of low battery power. 


Both detectives exited their vehicle, and approached the group of males from opposite 
directions. Detective Perez walked around the front of their vehicle onto the sidewalk, 
while Detective ШР: тес toward the rear of their vehicle, and then around the 
back of the white van, onto the sidewalk. When Detective reached the 
sidewalk, he heard one of the males shout, “Oh shit. Тһе сорв!”, and saw a Hispanic 
male wearing a light gray t-shirt, Suspect Leopoldo Valencia, emerge from the 
passenger side of the white van. 


IAB Note: Тһе white van, Chevrolet, Astrovan, License#| Ё 
belonged to Witness ЕШШ Witness was 
standing amongst the group of males on the sidewalk. 


Detective Perez made eye contact with Suspect Valencia, and saw him reach into his 
right, front pants pocket. The suspect grabbed the butt of a handgun, which slightly 
protruded from the outer edge of his pocket. Detective Perez also noticed the outline of 
the handgun through the suspect's clothing. Suspect Valencia turned away from 
Detective Perez and walked westbound toward Woodruff Avenue. In strange fashion, 
the suspect screamed incoherently and sprinted away from Detective Perez. Detective 
Perez and Detective Жеп gave chase. 


Detective Perez told investigators he utilized his handheld radio and initiated emergent 
traffic regarding the foot pursuit; however, he did not receive a response from Sheriff's 
Communication Center (SCC). He said he clicked his microphone and advised he was 
in foot pursuit of a 417 suspect, which Detective Ш о reported hearing a portion 
of. For reasons unknown, the broadcast was not heard by SCC. 


IAB Note: During the same time frame, Detective Perez stated he initiated 
the foot pursuit radio traffic, Cerritos Station also utilized the 
same dispatch channel, which may account for why Detective 
Perez’ transmission was not heard. A copy of the SCC radio 
traffic involving Cerritos Station was included on a Compact 
Disc under Exhibit B. 
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Suspect Valencia ran westbound on the sidewalk of Foster Road, and then southbound 
through a shopping center, past the front of a ЕЕЕ. 4 
Detective Perez followed Suspect Valencia along the same path, while Detective 

paralleled them on an adjacent path, just outside of scaffolding, which was 
erected on the exterior of the ШИ Detective [stated he ran in the 
same direction as Suspect Valencia, but a few feet behind, and to the west. His position 
was slightly ahead of Detective Perez. 


Suspect Valencia reached the south edge of the ЕЕЕ turned left around the 
corner of the building, and ran eastbound on a pathway between two buildings. When 
Suspect Valencia reached the corner, he made a wide turn, which enabled Detective 
Perez to keep him in his line of sight. Detective [maintained his view from 
outside of the scaffolding. Detective Perez slowed his pursuit as he approached the 
corner of the ГРЕЧ and estimated Suspect Valencia was approximately fifteen 
feet in front of him. 


As Detective Perez angled around the building, Detective [moved east through 
an opening in the scaffolding toward Perez. Suspect Valencia continued his escape 
east through an opened passageway, which led into an enclosed trash dumpster area. 
Unbeknownst to the detectives at the time, the only avenue of escape for the suspect 
was to climb over the exterior walls. Detective Perez approached the passageway, and 
got within four to five feet of the threshold when he heard five to six gunshots. Detective 
Perez believed Suspect Valencia was armed with a semi-automatic weapon, based on 
the rapid succession of the gunshots. He saw dust and cement chip away from the wall 
directly in front of him as the rounds struck. Detective [maintained a position at 
the southwest corner of the ЕЕЕ and he too, saw the dust and cement chip 
away from the walls when the rounds struck. 


Detective Perez backed two to three steps away from the passageway, and fired one 
round from his duty weapon as cover fire, in order to retreat to a safe position. He fired 
his round to the right of the doorway, where he last saw Suspect Valencia running. He 
then fully retreated in a southwest direction and took cover behind a vehicle parked in 
the parking lot. After he got to a position of cover, Detective Perez broadcast emergent 
radio traffic of the incident. Detective Perez and Detective Шс! up a containment 
to apprehend the suspect, and they maintained their positions until assisting units 
arrived. 


селен Valencia was subsequently located within the containment at | ЕЕЕ 


|. He was taken into custody by the Special Enforcement Bureau. 
Suspect Valencia was not hit by Detective Perez’ gunfire. No weapon was recovered at 
the time of arrest. 
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On September 26, 2015, Lakewood OSS, with the assistance of Transit Services 
Bureau canine detail, conducted an article search for the handgun discarded by 
Suspect Valencia. The canine unit alerted to a bush in the south side yard of 

. Detectives from OSS searched the bush and found a .38 
caliber revolver. Scientific Services Bureau responded and recovered the firearm. 
All involved personnel documented their actions in supplemental reports, copies of 
which may be found in Exhibit A. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


Arthur Perez, ШШ 


Detective 
OSS — Lakewood Sheriff Station 


WORK HISTORY 


Detective Arthur Perez 
Department Hire Date: 12-27-1994 
Date Assigned to Operation Safe Streets: 
Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Prior Shooting Incidents: One 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


SUSPECT 


Valencia, Leopoldo 
Male, Hispanic, DOB: February 16, 1970, 5'09”, 192 pounds 


СІІ , MAIN FBI 


IAB Note: А copy of Suspect Valencia’s criminal history is included in 
with this case, Exhibit C. 


SUSPECT’S INJURIES 


None. Suspect Valencia did not report being injured when he hit his head on the 
scaffolding. 


DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES 


None 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

All physical evidence was collected and documented by Scientific Services Bureau 
personnel and Lakewood Sheriff's Station. Photos of the crime scene, taken by 
Scientific Services Bureau, were submitted with this case as Exhibit D. 
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WEAPON USED BY DETECTIVE PEREZ 


Heckler & Koch, USP, .45 caliber semi-automatic pistol, Serial И 2 
Department approved .45 caliber ammunition. 


Detective Perez fired one (1) round of Department approved .45 caliber ammunition. 
One .45 caliber Luger cartridge casing was recovered from the crime scene. 


The firearm was examined by Firearms Examiner David Kim of the Scientific Services 
Firearms Identification Section and found to be functional [Exhibit E]. 


Date last qualified: 
Date last trained with weapon: 
WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT 


Detective Perez heard Suspect Valencia fire five to six rounds from a firearm. A firearm 

was recovered two days after the incident, on September 26, 2015, in the bushes in the 
south side yard of i The recovered weapon was a Rohm 
RG38, double action revolver, .38 caliber, Serial number ШЕШЕ with (6) .38 caliber fired 
cartridge cases. 


Fired bullets and bullet fragments were recovered from the scene of the deputy involved 
shooting, and were determined to have been fired from the above submitted firearm 
[Exhibit Е]. 


DNA testing was additionally conducted оп the above submitted firearm, and it was 
determined that the DNA profile from the trigger matched the DNA profile from Suspect 
Leopoldo Valencia [Exhibit G]. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 


A description of the damage, as indicated on the crime lab supplemental report, can be 
found in Exhibit H. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS 

The criminal investigation into the shooting was handled by Detective of the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department’s Operation Safe Streets. Detective 
presented the criminal case to the District Attorney's Office at Bellflower Superior Court. 
Charges of 664/187 PC — Attempt Murder оп a Peace Officer (two counts), 245(d)(1) 


PC — Assault with a Deadly Weapon (one count), and 29800(a)(1) PC — Felon in 
Possession of a Firearm (one count) were filed against Suspect Valencia. 
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SUSPECT STATEMENTS 


Suspect Valencia invoked his rights under Miranda, and did not provide a statement to 
Lakewood OSS detectives. 


On December 7, 2015, Internal Affairs Bureau investigators attempted to speak with 
Suspect Valencia at Men’s Central Jail. Suspect Valencia stated he did not want to 
speak with anyone, at the advice of his attorney. He did not provide the name of his 
attorney. Suspect Valencia also did not wish to be audio taped for his refusal to be 
interviewed. Suspect Valencia was advised the interview was for administrative 
purposes only, but he still refused to participate. Due to the fact he did not want his 
refusal audio taped, a copy of the jail pass from his housing location was included as 
Exhibit I. 


WITNESSES STATEMENTS 


The following witnesses were interviewed by Operations Safe Streets Investigators and 
Internal Affairs Bureau Investigators on September 24, 2015. Following is a summary 
of those interviews. For more information and precise wording, see the attached 
verbatim interview transcriptions. 


Witness ES, Vw ШЕШШ stated he knew Suspect Valencia from 
contacts with him on the street. He knew him by the nickname “Polo.” On September 
24, 2015, Witness | was seated inside of his white van, near Suspect Valencia and 
a group of other individuals. Witness ЙА saw Suspect Valencia smoking 
methamphetamine earlier in the day. He further added, he saw Suspect Valencia in 
possession of a firearm the day prior, on September 23, 2015. He described the firearm 
as a revolver with a “redwood” handle and rivets. 


While Witness И sat in his van, he saw two deputies pull their vehicle in front of his 
and approach them on foot. He referred to the two deputies as “narcs,” or as being 
“undercover.” Suspect Valencia was initially seated, but then stood suddenly, hitting his 
head on scaffolding which was erected on the exterior of the shopping center. The 
suspect screamed incoherently, as one of the deputies (Deputy Perez, according to the 
witness’ description), also ran into the scaffolding when attempting to contact him. The 
suspect ran away from the deputies and continued to scream incoherently. Witness 

lost sight of the suspect and the deputies after they ran toward the dumpster 
area. Witness ШЕШ estimated approximately one minute after he lost sight of them, he 
heard five to six gunshots. His initial thought was that Suspect Valencia shot the 
deputies. He believed the suspect intentionally led the officers to the dumpster area, 
because he witnessed the suspect hanging out there on numerous occasions, and 
further believed the suspect hid his gun in that area. Witness | did not see Suspect 
Valencia with the gun when he initially ran from the deputies. Shortly after hearing the 
gunshots, Witness ШЕШ was detained by deputy personnel. 
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Witness ЕШШ /н/ ШШШ stated he knew the suspect from contacts with 


him on the street, and knew him by the nickname “Polo.” Within the last few weeks, 
Witness ШЕШ saw the suspect in possession of a firearm, which he described ав a 
.38 caliber revolver; however, he did not see the gun on September 24, 2015. Witness 
ШШШ was sitting with Suspect Valencia, along with a group of other individuals, 
outside ОНИ не said, when the deputies arrived, Suspect Valencia 
made some random screaming sounds, and then took off running. The suspect pushed 
Witness И out of the way, and ran south along the store front of [i 
back toward the trashcans. Witness | estimated he heard five or six gunshots, 
approximately two to three minutes after he lost sight of the suspect and deputies. 
Shortly thereafter, deputy personnel detained him as part of the investigation. 


Witness NE, Vi GE, stated he was seated amongst a group of 


people, Suspect Valencia being one of them, drinking and working on their bicycles 
when two deputies arrived. The deputies had their guns out, but not pointed at them. 
After seeing the deputies, Suspect Valencia began screaming, and took off running. The 
deputies chased after the suspect, but Witness lost sight of them. 
Approximately thirty seconds, to one minute later, he heard five to six gunshots. 
Witness ШЕШ was unsure if Suspect Valencia shot at the deputies, or the deputies 
shot at the suspect. A short time later, he was detained by the deputy personnel. 


Witness , MH, was inside of (СЕ 

with when he heard three to four gunshots. He did not see 
anything prior to the gunshots. After the gunshots, he went to the front door of the 
eee | and locked it. While doing so, he saw two deputies running. He estimated 


he saw the deputies running approximately one minute after the gunshots. 


Witness , was interviewed in Spanish. Lakewood OSS 
Detective assisted with the interview for translation purposes. 
Witness i | She, too, works at ЖШ She 
stated she was assisting a , looking at a catalog, when she heard 
approximately three gunshots. She looked outside in response to the noise, and saw a 
deputy running. She described the deputy as wearing a dark blue uniform, carrying a 
taser. She believed the gunshots came from the dumpster area. After the gunshots, she 
went to lock the front door with her EE, Witness k 


Witness = Мн ИШ was also interviewed in Spanish. Lakewood 
OSS Detective ssisted with the interview for translation purposes. Witness 
ШШШ stated he was inside of the [EY shopping for I when he heard 
screaming. He looked outside and saw a person run by the store, followed by two 
deputies. Approximately two to three minutes after they ran by, he heard three to four 
gunshots. Afterward, he remained inside while the owner of the И locked 
the front door. 
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Witness ШШШ FHA, stated she was inside of the NN at the 
time of the shooting. She was shopping for [EJ when she heard someone yelling 
outside. When she looked around for the source of the yelling, she saw a male running 
by the front of the |, followed by two deputies. She described the male as African- 
American, wearing baggy, dark clothes, and an orange shirt. The deputies were 
approximately twenty feet behind the male. She further described the manner in which 
the male was running. She indicated he maintained one of his arms near his midsection, 
while swinging the other arm in a running motion. She was unable to see if he was 
holding anything in his hands. 


Approximately one to two minutes after she saw them run past the |, she heard 
more than five gunshots from behind the |. After hearing the gunshots, she stated 
she continued shopping. 


Witness ШЕШШ + ШШЕ was inside his residence during the shooting. 


He stated he heard more than four gunshots, and decided to come outside to see what 
was going on. When he exited, he saw deputy personnel searching around the 
shopping center where the shooting occurred. He did not see anything else. 


WITNESS DEPUTY STATEMENTS 


Detective ШМ was interviewed by Internal Affairs Investigators on October 
26, 2015. Following is a summary of the interview. For more information and precise 
wording, see the attached verbatim interview transcription. 


Detective [EE was a member of the Lakewood OSS team on September 
24, 2015, and was partnered with Detective Perez. They were conducting uniformed 
routine patrol іп Lakewood Station's reporting district when they observed a group of 
males, and accompanying bicycles, on the south sidewalk of Foster Avenue. The 
detectives observed that one of the bicycles parked on the sidewalk matched the 
description of a bicycle stolen during the commission of a recent murder in the area. 
Detective [notified his partner of his observation, and they decided to 
investigate. 


Detective Perez stopped their vehicle slightly east of the group of males, in front of a 
white van, and they exited their vehicle to make contact on foot. Prior to conducting the 
stop, Detective ШИЕ егесі his partner to the fact his radio was operating with low 
battery power. He said the alert tone was beeping on his radio, indicative of low battery 
power. They agreed Detective Perez would handle radio traffic until they could return to 
the station to retrieve a new battery. 
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Detective ШИ 25 the bookman and exited their car through the passenger side. 
He walked toward the rear of their car, and then westbound, around the backside of the 
white van. Detective Ш aw his partner walk toward the front of the van and onto 
the south curb-line. Detective ШИИЕтгігігіпесі a visual of his partner in his 
periphery. As he came around the back side of the van, Detective [heard some 
movement from within. When he ultimately reached the back of the van, he heard one 
of the males yelling. A male (Suspect Valencia) then stood up from a squatting position 
and hit his head on scaffolding, which was erected around the shopping center. After 
hitting his head, the suspect yelled again, and began navigating his way through the 
scaffolding. After he cleared the scaffolding, the suspect ran west along the sidewalk in 
the direction of Detective [but then turned southbound through the shopping 
center. 


Detective [described the suspect as hopping, initially, prior to taking off in a 
sprint. He also saw Suspect Valencia reaching for his pockets. 


IAB Note: Detective wrote in his report he observed Suspect 
Valencia running with his right hand inside of his front right 
pocket, gripping the handle of a pistol. His report in included 
under Exhibit A. 


Detective [Eran to a position on the exterior of the scaffolding, and yelled for the 
suspect to stop. There was a planter at the edge of the shopping center parking lot, 
which Detective ШИ прес over when he initiated his foot pursuit of Suspect 
Valencia. He saw his partner following behind Suspect Valencia, and yelled out to the 
suspect, “Let go of the gun.” 


IAB Note: Detective B tated during his interview with Internal 
Affairs Bureau investigators, he shouted to the suspect, “Let 
go of the gun,” for the dual purpose of giving verbal 
commands to the suspect, and notifying his partner of his 
observations. He also heard his partner state something 
regarding a foot pursuit, which he believed was Detective 
Perez broadcasting radio traffic. 


Detective heard additional statements coming from Detective Perez, but they 
were commands directed at the suspect. He heard him shouting, “Stop running,” and 
“Get your hands out of your pockets.” 


Detective [ran after the suspect along the exterior of the scaffolding, in the 
shopping center parking lot. Detective Perez and the suspect remained on the interior of 
the scaffolding, and гап on the sidewalk of the shopping center. Detective ШЕН 
described himself as being almost parallel with the suspect, and ten to fifteen feet 
ahead of his partner, with the scaffolding separating them. Detective [was 
running with his firearm in his hands. He unholstered his gun at the onset of the foot 
pursuit, moments prior to jumping over the planter. 
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Suspect Valencia reached the end of the building, and turned eastbound (left) on the 
sidewalk. Detective [Eid not lose sight of the suspect when the suspect turned 
the corner due to his position on the exterior of the scaffolding. Detective Perez 
continued running south оп the sidewalk behind the suspect, and Detective ИЕН 
stated he had a clear view of both of them. Detective [stopped running, and 
moved eastbound in the direction of his partner and the suspect. He ducked through the 
scaffolding, and took a position on the southwest corner of the ЕЕЕ Detective 

[communicated to his partner regarding the additional people back at the white 
van, where the initial stop occurred. He also observed two of the males who were 
standing near the white van walking toward their position. 


Suspect Valencia continued through the pathway which led into the dumpster area. 
Detective [stated he did not know at the time if the dumpster area opened up 
into an alleyway, or was enclosed. Detective Perez was at a distance halfway between 
the corner of the |. and the gateway to the dumpster area when Detective 
He vised him of the males walking toward them. Detective [estimated 
the distance to be approximately fifteen feet. He told investigators, Detective Perez was 
no longer running, but still advancing cautiously toward the gateway. He also recalled 
advising his partner to back-up, due to the advancement of the other males. Detective 
houted commands at the two males to get down, but they were not complying, 
resulting in his attention to be divided between his partner and the oncoming males. 


Detective ШИесгігг:ес the suspect was out of view for approximately five seconds 
when he heard three to five gunshots. He described seeing small dust clouds coming 
from the gateway, and the rounds impacting the threshold. Detective 

approximated Detective Perez was about five feet from the gateway. Detective ЕН 
immediately directed his firearm at the gateway, and then heard his partner fire one 
round. He said Detective Perez fired his round in the same direction of the gateway 
where the suspect's rounds impacted. Detective ШИЕрогіпциесі pointing his firearm 
at the gateway, while Detective Perez dropped back to a position of cover. Detective 
Perez moved in a southwest direction behind the cover of a vehicle parked in the 
parking lot. Detective Ш 2:0 they maintained their positions until assisting units 
arrived. He heard his partner broadcasting radio traffic, and they set up a containment 
for the suspect. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


DETECTIVE ARTHUR M. PEREZ 


Detective Perez was interviewed by Internal Affairs Investigators on October 26, 2015. 
Following is a summary of the interview. For more information and precise wording, see 
the attached verbatim interview transcription. 
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Detective Perez was assigned to Operation Safe Streets on September 24, 2015. He 
was conducting routine patrol in the city of Lakewood, with Detective 

when they observed a group of males hanging out on the south sidewalk of Foster 
Avenue next to some bicycles. One of the bicycles in question matched the description 
of a bicycle involved in a recent murder in the city of Lakewood. Detective Perez and 
Detective [decided to make contact with the males in order to investigate. 


Prior to conducting a traffic stop, Detective ШШШЕЕс//ісесі Detective Perez of his radio 
having a low battery. They decided Detective Perez would handle radio duties when 
necessary. Detective Perez stopped their vehicle in front of a white van parked along 
the curb line. He exited the driver's side and walked around the front of their vehicle 
toward the sidewalk. Detective [Walked westbound along the driver's side of the 
van, toward the rear. When Detective Perez approached the group of males, he saw 
one of the males, Suspect Valencia, make eye contact with him and immediately reach 
his right hand into his pocket and grab the butt of a handgun. The butt of the handgun 
protruded from the outer edge of the suspect's pocket. Additionally, Detective Perez 
recognized the handgun from the outline through the suspect's clothing. The suspect 
then turned away from Detective Perez and walked westbound on the sidewalk. Before 
Detective Perez had the opportunity to shout any commands to Suspect Valencia, the 
suspect took off running. 


The suspect screamed incoherently as he ran off in a sprint. Detective Perez yelled to 
the suspect to stop, but he did not comply. Detective Perez further recalled yelling out 
that the suspect had “it” (handgun) in his pocket. Detective Perez ran after the suspect, 
and clicked his microphone to initiate radio traffic. He said he broadcast emergent traffic 
they were involved іп a foot pursuit of a “417” suspect, but he did not hear a response 
from the Sheriff's Communication Center (SCC). He believed his partner also heard the 
radio traffic, because Detective ШЕескпоу/есісесі back to him that the suspect had 
agun. 


IAB Note: Тһе term “417” is the California Penal Code section for 
possession of a firearm. 


Suspect Valencia initially ran westbound on the sidewalk, but then immediately cut 
southbound on the sidewalk in front of the furniture store. He ran along the interior of 
the scaffolding. Detective Perez ran after the suspect along the same path. He saw 
Detective и. his peripheral vision, running slightly ahead of him, on the exterior 
of the scaffolding. 
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When Suspect Valencia reached the south end of the building, he turned eastbound. 
Detective Perez approached the corner of the building, and began “slicing” the corner in 
order to keep the suspect in his sights. Suspect Valencia continued eastbound through 
a gateway which ultimately led into a trash dumpster area. Detective Perez estimated 
he was approximately ten to fifteen feet behind the suspect. He stated he slowed down 
after the suspect ran into the dumpster area and walked toward the opening while 
“slicing the pie” on the doorway to obtain a better visual. He hugged the south wall of 
the [EM as he approached the entryway. Не saw his partner just to the west 
of him, addressing some of the males from the initial group on the sidewalk, and 
communicated to his partner that he was going to broadcast radio traffic for a 
containment. 


ыз 


Detective Perez moved to a position approximately five feet from the entryway and was 
about to coordinate units for containment when he took a few steps back. He said he 
realized he was in a bad area with no cover if the suspect re-emerged. As he stepped 
back, he heard the suspect fire five to six gunshots in rapid succession. Detective Perez 
did not see a muzzle flash, but saw either dust or cement chip away from the wall in 
front of him. Detective Perez was in fear the suspect was going to come through the 
entryway while still shooting, and given his position with no cover or concealment, he 
said he fired one round toward the right of the doorway where he believed the suspect 
was. He fired the round to allow himself the opportunity to retreat to a position of cover. 


IAB Note: Detective Perez stated the gateway into the dumpster area, 
and one of the dumpsters was in his sight picture when he 
fired. He was aiming at a position on the wall, to the right of 
the dumpster. He stated a wall was in his backdrop. 


After firing one round, Detective Perez moved to a position of cover behind a vehicle 
parked in the parking lot. The vehicle was southwest of his initial position. From there, 
he broadcast regarding the deputy-involved shooting and maintained his position until 
assisting units arrived. He saw that his partner maintained his position on the corner of 
the building. 
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On January 27, 2016, Internal Affairs Bureau investigators conducted a follow-up 
interview with Detective Perez regarding his radio broadcast. When Detective Perez 
initially broadcast over the radio regarding the incident, he stated, “Shots fired,” followed 
by the location. The radio code, “998,” was not utilized initially. Detective Perez 
explained that when he returned fire at the suspect, it was contemporaneous with the 
suspect firing his last rounds. He additionally explained, because of the sound of the 
multiple gunshots from the suspect, the adrenaline rush he felt, and trying to find cover, 
he was unsure if his gun had actually fired. He stated he knew he pulled the trigger; 
however, he did not feel the recoil of his firearm, nor did he see the muzzle flash from 
his gun. As the incident progressed, he did not have the opportunity to inspect his 
firearm to confirm if his gun, did in fact, fire. 


Approximately two minutes, and forty seconds into the radio broadcast, Sheriff's 
Communication Center (SCC), requested confirmation from the field units if the incident 
was a “Deputy-involved shooting,” or only shots fired by the suspect. Detective Perez 
responded via radio, “Right now тағат, it's just shots fired by the suspect.” Detective 
Perez explained to investigators, he still had not confirmed if his gun actually fired. He 
said he later asked his partner, Detective who made the confirmation. 


As the incident continued to unfold, Detective Perez stated he advised one of the 
assisting units, Detective Esteban Soliz, ТЕНИ. regarding the deputy-involved 
shooting, and Detective Soliz updated the status over the radio at eight minutes, forty- 
six seconds. 


RADIO TRANSMISSION: 


The radio traffic on Dispatch-14 is contained on one audio file. The file is labelled, 
“092415 OSS 998 DISP14.” 


The audio file begins with the identifier of the date, “Thursday, September 24, 2015,” 
and the time, “2:42 PM.” The first broadcast was from Unit 130G1 (Detectives Perez 
and Г equesting emergency clearance. Detective Perez advised, “Shots fired, 
Woodruff and Foster, southeast corner,” followed by “417 suspect.” Immediately 
following the broadcast, Unit 13002 (Detective Esteban Soliz, 0) advised they 
were responding Code 3. Sergeant Jeffrey Moore, Unit 130GS, also advised he was 
responding. 


At one minute, nine seconds into the broadcast, Detective Perez broadcast a 
description of the suspect, and further advised the suspect may be trapped in the trash 
dumpster area. At one minute, forty-five seconds, a containment around the area was 
being established. At two minutes, six seconds, a unit requested information confirming 
if all units were accounted for. Detective Perez confirmed the request, stating he and his 
partner were present on the west side of the location. A unit then asked at two minutes, 
thirty-three seconds if it was okay to proceed with the containment. 
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At two minutes, forty seconds, SCC asked the field units to confirm per the Watch 
Commander, if the incident was “shots fired” or a “998.” 


IAB Note: The Watch Commander was Sergeant Carl Lumpkin, 
in communication with SCC 


Detective Perez responded at two minutes, fifty seconds, “Right now ma’am, it’s just 
shots fired by the suspect.” Sergeant Lumpkin acknowledged he copied Detective 
Perez’ broadcast with the SCC dispatcher. Field units then continued setting up the 
containment for the suspect. 


At three minutes, thirty-four seconds, Unit 130GS requested Canine Services Detail and 
Special Enforcement Bureau regarding the suspect barricaded behind a business. At 
three minutes, fifty-seven seconds, a unit advised he was flagged down by a female 
directing the deputies to the backyard of her house. At four minutes, twenty-six 
seconds, Air-8 advised an ETA of approximately thirteen minutes. 


At eight minutes, forty-six seconds, a Lakewood unit requested to confirm with 130GS if 
all units were accounted for. Detective Soliz responded to the request, “Yeah, code 4. 
Suspect got off approximately five rounds, and our guys did return fire about twice, but 
everyone is accounted for.” Detective Soliz further broadcast information regarding the 
possible suspect. At ten minutes, fifteen seconds, Air-8 asked if the incident was a 998 
or shots fired. A unit responded, “Hey sir, so far it’s going to be 245 on deputies, and 
then 998 after.” Аіг-8 advised their ETA was eleven minutes. 


A new electronic identifier was recorded at ten minutes, forty-eight seconds, indicating 
the time as 2:53 PM. The electronic identifier occurred again at eleven minutes, 
nineteen seconds, indicating the time as 2:54 PM. Continuing broadcast of the 
containment, and establishing of the Command Post occurred at twelve minutes, 
twenty-four seconds. 


At thirteen minutes, one second, a new electronic identifier was recorded, indicating the 
time as 2:55 PM. A unit advised to move the Command Post to a different location. The 
Command Post was moved to a position at Woodruff and Rosecrans at thirteen 
minutes, twenty-four seconds. There was some other coordination and logistical 
information broadcast thereafter. 


At fifteen minutes, twenty-one seconds, a new electronic identifier recorded indicating 


the time as 2:57 PM. The broadcast continued with additional coordination of resources 
and logistics. The recording total was eighteen minutes, six seconds. 
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A Compact Disc containing the audio files above are included with this case [Exhibit J]. 
The dispatch radio traffic was also transcribed and included with Exhibit J. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Suspect Valencia was ultimately taken into custody by members of Canine Services 
Detail and Special Enforcement Bureau at 


CASE STATUS 
Suspect Leopoldo Valencia 
Next Court Date: 02-18-2016 


Proceeding: Preliminary Hearing 
Location: Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center - Department 38 
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